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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-15 are in the case. Applicant has added Figure 9. Applicant has also 
amended the specification to correct typographical and clerical errors and added 
description of Figure 9 in accordance with the addition of the Figure. Claims 1-15 have 
been amended to correct informalities and improve claiming language and structure in 
accordance with the USPTO practice. Support for Figure 9 can be found at page 5, lines 
4-5, page 1 1, lines 4-10, and Figure 1 in the specification as originally filed. No new 
matter has been introduced. 

Applicant acknowledges receipt of the "Notice of References Cited" (form PTO- 
892) and the attached references. 

The following documents accompany this response: 

(i) Petition for Extension of Time, 

(ii) Inventor's Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. 1.131, 

(iii) Exhibit 1, Invention Record Approval Document, and 

(iv) Declaration and Power of Attomey. 

Applicant requests favorable reconsideration of the subject application in view of 
the following remarks/arguments: 

Oath/Declaration 

The examiner's action indicated that the oath or declaration was defective and 
untimely, and required submission of an updated oath or declaration. 

In response. Applicant submits herewith an updated Declaration and Power of 
Attomey recently executed by the inventor. Thus, the requirement has been fulfilled. 
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Dramngs 

The drawing was objected to as omitting a claimed feature, the gas generator in 
the housing as set forth in claim 12. 

In response, AppUcant has added Figure 9 which shows the claimed feature of a 
gas generator 14' in the housing. Apphcant requests the approval of the addition, as the 
figure is supported by page 5, lines 4-5, page 11, lines 4-10, and Figure 1 in the 
specification as originally filed. Then, the objection is believed to be overcome. 

Specification 

The specification was objected to because of informalities. 

Li response. Applicant has amended the specification to correct the informalities. 
Thus, the objections have been overcome. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

Claims 1-15 were rejected under 35 U.S. C. §112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite. 

In response. Applicant has amended claims 1-15 to more particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter of the present invention. 

The examiner's action stated that "it is not clear what 'concertina-style' 
encompasses." In response. Applicant would like to cite the definition, at page 288 of the 
American Heritary Collegiate Dictionary, third edition, of concertina as "a small 
hexagonal accordion with bellows and with buttons for keys." A copy of the definition 
fi"om the Dictionary is enclosed. As disclosed at page 9, lines 8-11 and Figures 5 and 6 of 
the specification, it is illustrated that the concertina-style side wall is an accordion-like 
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side wall when relaxed and folded which stretches to fully expanded vertically side wall 
when the housing is inflated. 

The examiner's action stated that claim 14 was repetitive of limitation of claim 1. 
Applicant respectfully disagrees. Claim 1 recites that the upper cover is substantially 
rigid but is silent on the base, while claim 14 recites that the base is substantially rigid. 
Thus, claim 14 is not repetitive of the limitation of claim 1 . 

The examiner's action stated that claim 15 was "inaccurate because the 
specification did not disclose the peripheral region of the base as deformable." Applicant 
respectfully disagrees. As disclosed, for example at page 5, line 6-7 of the specification, 
"the base has a deformable peripheral region." 

Thus, the rejections are overcome. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

Claims 1, 5, and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kowalski, U.S. Patent No, 6,158,766 (the Kowalski reference). 

In response, Applicant submits herewith a Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. 1.131 by 
the sole inventor of the subject application, Pontus Soderstrom, with supporting 
docimientary evidence, to antedate the Kowalski reference. 

The Declaration establishes that the date of invention for the subject application is 
prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the Kowalski reference, February 26, 1999. The 
conception of the invention occurred prior to February 26, 1999, and the inventor had 
exercised due diligence from a time prior to February 26, 1999 until June 18, 1999, the 
date of constructive reduction to practice, when the British priority application of the 
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subject application was filed. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Kowalski is 
not a legally available reference with respect to the subject application. 

Additionally, in the process of preparing this response, it was noticed for the first 
time that the invention was made in the United States and that the UK priority application 
was filed without the benefit of a foreign filing license. Applicant is therefore taking the 
necessary steps to timely cure the deficiency by filing a Petition for Retroactive Foreign 
Filing License which follows this response. 

Therefore, Applicant submits that all the requirements for antedating the reference 
have been satisfied and the rejections based on the Kowalski reference should be 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

Claims 2 and 14-15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the Kowalski reference; claim 3 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Kowalski reference in view of German Published Application 
19727598; claim 4 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Kowalski reference in view of the German pubhcation and UK Patent 2,272,670; claims 
6-9 and 1 1 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being xmpatentable over the 
Kowalski reference in view of Haland et al.; claims 12-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Kowalski reference in view of Boydston et al. 

In response, Applicant submits that as discussed, supra. Applicant has antedated 
the primary reference, the Kowalski reference, by the inventor's 131 Declaration and the 
supporting document. Thus, Applicant requests that these rejections based on the 
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Kowalski reference in combination with the other references be withdrawn, as the 
Kowalski reference is no longer a legally available reference against the subject 
application. 

In view of the above, all objections and rejections have been overcome and claims 
1-15 as amended are in condition for allowance, early notice of which is requested. 

A check in the amount of $950 for petition for extension of time is enclosed. 
Should any other fee be required, please charge same to Deposit Account No. 22-0261 
and notify Applicant's attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: Febmarv 26. 2004 




Catherine M. Voorhees (Reg. i^. 33,074) 
Venable LLP 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Tel.: 202-344-4000 
Telefax: 202-344-8300 
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con.^cen-teMkan-senftar, k6n-) fr. mrr.v. -tered. rtcr.-hig. 
-ters.--To dircctitoward or comC:togcther at a common center. 
[Prob. ItzV.S concentrare or ¥r. concentrer : both <. Lat.£COOTT, 
com- +^ Lat. centrum,, center; see centcilI > ^ - > = 2f;»i:»a 
con*cen*trate (kfin'san-trat') v. rtratred, -trat«lng..-trates. 
ir- tr: l .a. .To direct. or draw. toward. a. common -center; focus. 
-b.'-To bring into.one main body. 2. , To make. (a. solution, or 
mixture) less dilute, - intr, l.a. To converge toward or meet 
in a common, center. ^biiTcincrcasc by. degree;, gather. 2; rTo 
directrOrie's thouehts or attention:. co«c«Jtrtfteif.;o«:W<, task. 
^n.rAiproduct mat has, been concentrated, esp. a'fo6d;that 
has been reduced in volume or bulk by the removal of liquid. 
[< CONCENTER.] - con'cen* tractive adj. con fcen^tnU) 
.itlve*,ly conf cen-tra'tor «.r/>;^ : j - i/ , ^-^'iV , .m:^ 
COn?cenrtra?tlon.(k6n's3n-tra,'sh3n).:«.;1.a..Thc act or prpc- 
. ess of concentrating, esp. the fixing of dose, undivided, atten- 
tion, b: The condition of being concentratcd.^:2; Something. 
.. that has.bech^concentrated. 3.-CAWI. The amountjof: afSpcc- 

ified substance in a unit amount of another substance; : i-/ 
concentration camp n.'A camp^here prisoners of war^ enemy, 
aliens, and political prisoners are .detained and confined, typ- 
ically under harsh conditions; t>/vj" ,^vvv. ?v - -« * ^i: 
con • cen • trlc,(k3n!^«n ftrik). ako con-.censtr! • cal (-tri-kol) a J/:^ 
Having a common, center. v[ME>co«<:en<nfe >-!C Med.Lat. con- 
centricus : . Lat.- com-, com- - -»-.. Lat. centrum, center;] see cent 
.tol] con ? cen ' trl •. cal • ^y adv.. ^ con f cen ? tricf I • ty {k6n - 
sinTtrisli-tc))^.' •>^.;^:-■■.;i^^^.i^,■Hv.•i n^yy..-^m-ii>^^':^"i'{i'p^f--y • 
Con • cepf,cl6n?. (kanrs^p f se-6n ' , :-sJp f shan, kon i sep-syon . A 
city of rW-central' Chile- near the- Pacific>coast,SSWt6f Santi-. 
ago'; founded 1550.rPop. 267,891.rrr. ,r-tr^-!. -.^anh' .v;^'^r>:^. 
con • cept (k6n ' sipt' ) mi^l . A general idea :derived or inferred^ 
rfrom. specific ^instances; or; occurrences. 2; - Somethingjormed 
an, the mind; a thoughtjor notion. See iSyns- at Idea? 3i Usage 
Problem^/A scheme; a plan- [LUt. co«c<^tM5 < Lat., p.part. 
■ of- co«c^cr«,=;tO:;conccive. See conceive;] p^:.^- ■< vv-^; 
:> ■■ 5. :iUsage JVote;:ln fields> such^ as ■ cntertaiiunent- and^ advcr^ 
rising concept is often used loosely^to mean "a schemc,.pbn;" 
as mThe studmliked the concept fonthe new- game\show,% 
Perhaps this , usager sounds most, at home in . these industries. 
C0nrcep-ta ?cle (k3nrSCp't>k3l);«. Arhollow chamber contain- 
ing{reproductive;structures that appears^on thc:surface of re- 
ceptacles in certain .algae and fungi.i [La.t. ' conceptdculumy re- 
. ccptacle?< co«ccptas,vp.pairt. .ofr condpere^^io conceive. Seci 

.conceive.] - .S 'i-.T'i';-.- ■•• ;i;v';>-'^ 'r.iiit;j'- >->v«!: ' 

con»cep«tlon (kan-scp'shan) n. l.a. Formation of a viable zy- 
. gote ; by the union of ;ithe sperm and the ovum ; > fertilization.-: 
b. The entity formed by the union of the sperm and the ovum; 
an.embryo or a zygote. T2.ai! The ability toiorm.or understand 
mental concepts and jabstraaions. b.. Something conceived m 
the mindi^a concept,~plan, design--idea, or thought. See Syns 
at Idea. 3. Archaic. A beginning; a start. [ME concepcioun < 
'^^^ OFt. conception <::L3it.: conceptio, conception- . conceptus.: 
See coNCEpr ] — : con?cep'tlon»al (wi/; con- cep( tive adj.- 
con • cap • tu • al (kan-sJ p ' chdb-al) adj. , Of . concepts , ore concep- 
tion. [MediLat.ico«cepft<i/tt-<LLat. conceptus, a. thought. 
See coNOFr.] — con-cep'tu-al'ly a^i/.SKV-y^fjj - n . -sa'^ 
conceptual salt J«i^An;that;is intended to convey: an idea, or a> 
; concept and (that may- not involve the creation or appreciation 
of a traditional art objert. v.— conceptual artist «. % 
confcep.rtu •al« Ism . (kan-sip 'chdb-^llz^ 3m)cn.,Philos.r The 
r doctrine>that5universals exist only within^ the mind and have 
no external or substantial reality. Tr;cpn-cep 'tii-al- 1st 
:vTrCon-cep'tu«ai;lsftic^tf<i;.-.:^ -A ^^-r 'h*???- o^r'-^p 
con?cep^.1u*aK«lze (kan-^p'chob-arlizOf. -toed, rlz- tag, -Iz- 
esl <}_. frV Toiorm a .concept or- concepts; of, Nesp. to-interpret 
v iii a iconceptualiway; — mrr. To form concepts.vrr- con rcep/ - 
.iWral* hzartlon (-scpi'chdb->-l3r2af shan) . n.-^^ -".con'cep'tu- 
^/.alrli'eiv^w.i-y^forfT.'' .*feHi>t'.><' •.«.«■ -i^^sf-yiirtT • 
con»cep*tus (kanrsep'tas) n. The product of concepuon at any 
point betweenifertilization; and ^birth.v(Lat.,v something-.con- 
. ceived.. See CONCEPT.] Jv ■ 

con • cem {kan-sum ' -cemedi.rcem? Ing; -cems.'n??;ir.$.l .cTo 
have to do with or relate to. 2. To be of interest or importance 
to: This problem concerm all of Us i\3:^o engage the attention 
. of; iavoWe:ii.concemed :ourselveSiWith, thejtask.rA.'H^oxzuse 
anxiety or uneasiness in. — infr. 065o/ete;'To be:of impor- 
. .-tance.js— n.r1;''Avmatter«.that relates^ tojor affects. one.r 2. -Re- 
r.gard-for, or interest'in someone.or something: .3. A troubled 
or^anxious statejof mind arising from f solicitude drrintercst. 
; See Syns at anxiety. .4. A business esublishment or enterprise; 
a ,firm.- S. A contrivance; a gadget. - [ME ;concmte« v<..OFr; 
,:co«cemer < MedLat. co«cem«rc .< LLat.y to. mingle together 
. : :tat.'com-,iCom-iH-iLat...cemerc, Jto sift; jsee^k^^ • 
conrcerned* (kan-surnd' ) ; xlntercstedsand involved. 

^ 2. Anxious;* troubled. " . • v -,^:-7;>'w,i«.;^.sf{t/:...ii. 

con • cem ? Ing ^(kanTSur f ning) prepi^iln reference to.- SeegUsage 
-■Note;attpartlclple.;- i'fv ^ r:^ • -r^^^'io 
conTcem?ment;(k3n-sum'.m3nt), «;; 1. A;raatter that is of con- 
/:Cern;2;:Refcrence;;relation, or importance. 3.' Anxiety;. worry. 
C0n»cert:.(k6n ';Surt,^,^S3rt)jn; 5I rMMs:>A<performancergiven>y 
one or: more -i singers ;or ; instrumentalists oriboth. t2.a. i Agree-.. 
^ mem in purpose; fceUng.->or»acrion;rb. Unity achieved byjmu- 



tual communication-.of .views, jdeas, and opinidnsj 
concert. ^C.>( Concerted ^action. . — t/.; (kan-sun^)!^ 
\ .<ert? ing, .-certs, r^rtr. ,1 ; Toiiplan or; . arrangej^ 
• agr«mcnt.^.2., To«adiust; sctde...rT intrJiTo act:tf 
harmony.- [Fr.s< Ital.'!com:«to-< OItal.,!agreemcntn|t 
poss.rjC.LLat. conc«ti«, pjpart. of.conc«mcrc,iito^ 
gether. Sec concern.]., - ;-..vn'.. . vi\>^Qf^" 
con •certAed.{k3n-sur/iti[d)iflii/.vl .Planned, or. accom^ 
vgether;> combined: concerted effort: j2,:MtiSjvi^ 
parts:for,voices or instruments.-,— .conrcert'€d»()f^ 
concert grand «. M«s, ^The largest grand piano;\bein| 
2.7 meters (9 feet)un lengjh andjhaving the^vplum^^^^^ 
= timbre >. appropriate for use: in^concerts. r.r; y -.r^j^; 
con .r.cer« tl • na (k6n/ sprite f na) «. rM«s; A small .nw 
cordion with bellows and Vith 5 buttons. for^keys|?[ 
.ItaL.-imi, fem.-,dim.,suff.]-=?.:f.?!aii.vr:V;fij-;.;: ;i) fi<C 
con • cer- tl ho, (k6n;chfa-:K?n6):'«., pl^j -nos. :Mw.tl_, 
conceno..;2. The solo- insftrument; group in a cpnceg, 
[Ital.,- im.iofico«cert.o,rcpn(:»rt. ;Sce concert.] 

con fcer* tlze:'(k6ny.s5r-tiz^) vrnfrV- i-tJ^e^^^ 

Mms. ^To give .d5nceitS;pr>;perform, m conccrts;^;^ 
con •certr,mas?ter^(k6n^s3rt-mas't3r) JVlwJa^ 
. Unist/and} assistantfcondurtor;in a symphbnyioreK^ 
con • Mrt ^ mis,* t ress.r,(k6n ' sartrmis fitris). 
. - fiwt¥violinist:ari(i assistant; conductor? in a symph 

tra. ■■-V i_x. j; ti,M:J>fe*£?*:^v'nfr>^— 
con • cer^to tCksuTchcr,'. to) pMos or^rtl ^(-5e%Mtf 
.position for-an;Orchestra;;and one, or^ more splq|mg| 
typically in V three; movements.^ [Ital., , concert: jS^^g^ 
concerto .gros*sOi(gr6/s6) « , p/. concertl.jgrps«fll 
vMms;^ A composition for a small group of solo instni_^ 
arfull^orchestra; i[Ital ii-concertoa concert6:v.+^^0"fl 
concert pitch n. W Mus. See tatematlonal plti^Zf 
.of being i ready * and- tensely alert, [^c-^ ^v; i r ■ .^^ y^p-;^ 
con •ces • sloni? (kan-sesh an) jn.y 1 .; The t actSof 
- 2.a. Something, such^as a point, previously idaira^; 
ment; ithat is later^ conceded; .b;.- Ani acknowlc^gnu^ 
mission.53;iA^grantiOf a tract of landi^as. by; a^fgoy^ 
return for stipulated services or a promise ith^uthgi 
.be ;usedrforja :spccific;<purpose;-4;a.^TheipriyUe5^^^ 
;.tainingra subsidiary {btwiness wiAiri artain.pi^^ 
, space allotted forsuch a business; iC. The busin«^ 
'<».Lat..^co«c«sid, concession- ,< ^ co^^ 
id««,- .;tO;. concede.. Seep concede.] . r^jcon -.ces^jMl 
— cori'cesf sion -ar^y ijscshfi^niTte)iadjr:^i^m^ 
con • ces • slon ? aire, (kan-s&h f.5-nar fO. «• sThe holjg; 
'.tor of af concession; [Fr. concessiqnnaire <:icwt 
cession <£ Lat;. conc«ss/d.i SeeicoNCEsaoN.], s^iM,^, 
> con • ces • slon •er (kan-sesh'a-nar) n. A concession J 
con • ces • sly e « (kanrses,^ iw)tadj.~. 1 ,Of (the nature; of{" 
ing- a-conccssion. 2. Grflm.^.:Expcessihg;Cpnc^ioi^ 
conch (kongk, konch) n., pi conchs (k6ngks)^of 
,(k6n^.chiz). .f1 Any^ of ; various tropicalmarine;gaiU 
lusks, esp. of the, genera Strom6M5 and; Cassi^^ 
often brightly, colored spiral shells' and edible* p 
shell of one: of these gastropod mollusks,; uscdg 
ment, in'making cameos, or as;a hom..3.:Am:f.^iSt^ 
[ME conc/7C?:<: rOFr.r=<>Lat. concfc<7,!.musselC^f.Cfe 
con-chat{k6ngekaji«.i^p/:.T0ae ;(-ke!). .1 A 
. . structurcsithatrrescmbli! .a-.shell in^ shape. ,2. ;Arfr* ' 
7dome over an apsc; [LLat;; semidomeL< Lat.iinii 

CONCH.-] -^conf chat :{-k3l):W;.f^. .i-— 
con- chlf ferrous 1 (kong-kif f 3rT3s)> a^i;. /Haying|M 
\ sheU.-/:^Ho<y:j;v:fr H->«iO'i-i^i -.> vi^;^ ■:<V'-: • 
con TiChl • O *\\n>: (kongrkif »rlin,: ;k6nT). ; n; - A protcifl^ 
that iV theiOrganic.basis^of moUusk.shells.- (co^Ia^j 

concho.r: or .conchlT,f.or,conch-,>prff/.>hcll: con 
konkho- .<i konkhos, shell.] .,a; i • i-v ? '-^l 
Con- Cho* bar {k6n-kuv/.ar,i -kob',ha5r, k6n'3r).f«f 
. king of Ulster .who abducted -Deirdrer r : ; 
eon»chol-dal (k6ng:koidf 1) aif;.'.Of,,relating to,.Of, 
face- charaaerizedfby, smooth; shelllike > convcximfe 
cavitiesii [<i Gk; feonfe/^ociWcs.-mussellikei : konkHr 
+ i.reides,-oeidesy.To'i^^^^^ 
con - Choi • O - gy (kong-kol ' >ic); n.vThe jbranch; oti|i 
deals with the, studyiof^mollusks and shcUs;Tre cM 
; i • cal (-ka-lSj.a-kal) 1 adj. con -chol.'lor gist .«(" 
con- cierge (koN-syatzh f;) n.r^ . A staff member. 
. apartment complex . who. assists guests ;pr residc«f^ 
..son, esp. in France,- whp:lives in an apartment 
the entrance,-and servestas.a janitor. (Fr. .< OFr, 
iVLat. *c6nservius, alteration of Lat. conservus, 
com-, com- -I- servus, slave.]v; Ca;^ n>;;> . 
con-cil • i.-an:(k3n^il.'c-3r)ffl<f/: Offfrebtihg to.^ori ^ 
a- councii.^[< ^Lat; conci/iMm^ coundl.vSee ■cckjtt& 
con- cil • I ;ate; (kan-sllf c-at' ) t/. -at -ed.: -at • ingr 
vil'. Toipyercomc^the- distrust. orj animosity of;'i8i 
-regaintor i'ry.j to I regain ^(friendship: pr? gopdwill)! 
' behavior. 3. To ) make or .try/ to/make? coinpati_ 
. — mfr.' To gain or try to gain friendship or gpou^ 
T at pacify. . [Lat.. coricilidref,cqncilidt-x< concil'ttimi^ 



